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REMARKS 

Applicant has cancelled claims 1 -11 and added new claims 12-18, so only 
claims 12-1 8 remain. Of the remaining claims, claims 12-17 respectively represent 
now-cancelled claims 2-7 in independent form, which were stated to be allowable. 
The other remaining claim 18 has not been allowed. 

New claim 18 describes a large vessel having at least three hull sections 
welded together. Also, at least two of the hull sections have steel plates (e.g. 40, 
42 in Fig. 2) fastened across an end of the hull section. The steel plates fastened 
across an end, makes that hull section independently water tight so it is towable 
on the open seas to a ship yard for assembling all sections. Although one or more 
of the steel plates might later be removed, after the hull sections are welded 
together, it is likely that they will be allowed to remain and provide evidence as to 
how the vessel was constructed (by the method of claim 12, which describes 
fastening plates, moving In water to the dry dock, and then fastening the hull 
sections together in tandem). 

Ivanov (4,341,175) does not describe the construction of his hull sections 
or show welded steel plates across an end of a hull section to provide a permanent 
(although removeable with a lot of effort) water seal. Warner (3,859,944) shows 
ten bulkheads 14 (his Fig. 1) that seal different sections of his hull from one 
another. However, Warner does not show or suggest that the sections that are 
divided by the bulkheads, are welded together, to thereby provide evidence that 
the bulkheads were used to seal hull sections and make them buoyant during 
towing to an assembly locations. 
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In view of the above, favorable reconsideration of the application is 
courteously requested. If the Examiner should wish to discuss the application, he 
is invited to call Leon D. Rosen at (310) 477-0578. 



10960 Wilshire Boulevard 
Suite 1220 

Los Angeles, CA 90024 
(310) 477-0578 



Respectfully submitted. 



Leon D. Rosen 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 21,077 
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